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Wiarton Echo — Just three months into its term, South Bruce Peninsula’s new council erupted with
controversy Monday night (Feb. 25th) when four councillors got up and left the meeting. Charges
and counter charges of plotting and manipulation once again split the council of the day.

Councillors Dan Kerr, Wray Lamont, Yvonne Harron, and Stan Hoath left the council chambers
unexpectedly leaving Mayor Gwen Gilbert and the remaining councillors without a quorum.
Councillor Wunderlich was at the Good Roads Convention in Toronto.

At a recent Committee of the Whole (COW) meeting, Wunderlich made a motion to finish an
ongoing environmental assessment that is about 80% finished and was started when the town
was looking at building an $80 million water pipeline from Wiarton to Sauble via Hepworth and a
regional sewage system.

“We have the EA 70-80% complete and have paid $63,000 and the majority position at our COW
meeting was to finish it which was also the staff recommendation. This gives us valuable
information such as that in ditch samples, every sample had elevated levels of E.coli and Total
Coliform. If that sample were taken at a beach the Health Department would shut it down. Staff
also counseled us that it would be handy to have for other possible solutions to our water/sewer
concerns,” said councillor Kerr.

It was estimated that it would cost up to another $20,000 to complete the assessment.

However, anti-pipeline ratepayers feel that the assessment would open that door again and
wanted it stopped.

“Gwen Gilbert, Councillors Art King and Mark Wunderlich were at The Good Roads conference in
Toronto and since a majority had voiced their opinion to proceed (with the vote on the EA) we
were prepared to do so.” (At Monday nights council meeting.) said Kerr.

Just as the council meeting was about to start with councillor Betty Hall acting as Deputy Mayor,
Mayor Gilbert and Councillor Art King walked into the meeting to the surprise of everyone there.

Mayor Gilbert and Councillor King “ducked out of the conference missing an arranged meeting on
an MOE issue and leaving Mark wondering what was going on” suggested Kerr. They “did not
invite him to return with them.”

Kerr said that without Wunderlich, the vote on the EA would have been tied 4-4 thus defeating it.

“Our only recourse was to leave the meeting, which meant they did not have a quorum and could
not defeat the motion,” said Kerr.

“Why did the mayor and only one councillor return to this meeting if it was not to again
circumvent the majority of council? Why did our Mayor miss an arranged meeting with a
Provincial Minister? Why was Mark not made aware of their plans?” questioned Kerr.

However, Mayor Gilbert has gone on record stating the EA vote was not the sole reason she and
Councillor King returned from the Convention.

“I felt, that because this was such an important issue, (the EA) one that I have campaigned on,
then I must attend for the vote and represent my people.

Mayor Gilbert also said that early Monday she had been made aware of a circulating email that
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called her character and role as Mayor into question and that it was to be brought up at the
council meeting.

“When I got wind of this letter, there was no doubting in my mind that I was returning home for
the meeting on Monday evening.”

She admitted she didn’t ask councillor Wunderlich to return with her and that the only reason
councillor King came was she had ran into him “ in the hall.” When she told him she was
returning to Wiarton, he said he would go with her.

“I had previously asked Council to cancel the council meeting on Feb. 26, as council has always
done in the past years, but they refused. Knowing this, Councillor Wunderlich had put a
recommendation on the table to be dealt with on the evening of Feb. 26 for the EA to be
completed regarding the pipeline for water and sewer for Sauble Beach. When I walked into the
meeting, it was obvious that I had caught the children with their hands in the cookie jar. Now
they are trying to call the pot black,” she said.

She also stated that at the convention, she had met with the Parliamentary Assistant to the
Minister of Environment and was encouraged to look at smaller stand alone sewer and water
systems for Sauble Beach and had wanted to relay that information to council before the EA vote.

Wunderlich admitted that he had no idea Mayor Gilbert and Councillor King were leaving the
convention and said that unless council received 2/3rds funding for the pipeline “there would be
no pipeline.”

But he pointed out that the EA would be valuable in other ways suggesting that the town might
want to pipe water to the development area south of Wiarton or into Georgian Bluffs.

Councillor Wray Lamont also said the EA was important to have for reasons other than a pipeline.

“I think the residents of the Town of South Bruce Peninsula should understand that the crucial
vote that myself and three of my colleagues walked out on at the February 26th Council meeting
was not about continuing with a $80 million pipe line. The item we were voting on was whether to
complete an Environmental Assessment which was started by the previous Council and funding
approved by them for approximately $80,000. This project is 80% completed and when finished,
will give us an Environmental Assessment that we can use for the next five years. To not
complete this project would be a waste of $63,000 of taxpayers money. And, the truth is, when
completed, if we decided to install even a small system in Sauble Beach or Hepworth, this study
would be necessary.”

Lamont said he had “overwhelming support” for the stand he took.


